THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


DOCn-KM IL Hil MtVIHOUICUl,. 


" TUKAUtTA TtOX or TttO VOUTW TBS SMOIXXIXO OF WISDOM." 


Thr Editors rvw^rvf I lie right to f-nux All 
objectionable ex Jin-fluid nn Tounil In any article 
meiit : ami they Mlone *hall In* the Jud^eH, 


WI |H-rM.ii:illli«.» mid 
pled far i i.is depart' 


M isn (>|>] itd St ri i>( 11 if. 


BY NATHAN R. OILBEKT. 

There is no pannage of scripture in the Bible 
that ins canned mure division than the 16lh chap- 
ter of Matthew, from the 13th, to the 21st verges. 
Neither do we know of a passage that has been 
worse applied. From that part the Pope gets his 
power ; and from the same clauae do the German 
Bap time take theirs, and think that when they ex- 
pel a member from their body, he is shut out of 
heaven. Here, we find where Chi'iKt was first owned 
by Peter, an the Son ol God, a nil in answer Christ 
said, "Blessed art thou, Peter, (or flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee, hut my Father 
which is in heaven ; and I sjy, also, unto thee that 
thou art Peter, and on thin- rock will I build my 
Church, and the gales of hell shall not prevail 
against it; and I will give unto thee the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt 
bind on earth, *>hall be bound iu heaven; and 
whatsoever ihou ehalt loose unearth, shall be 
loosed in heaven." But what is the rock, except 
the faith which Peter had, that told him who Christ 
was? And what were the keys but the power to 
unlock the Gospel? And if you will read the 2nd 
chapter of Acts, you will find Peter uulocking the 
Gospel to the Jews ; and also in the 10th chapterof 
Acts, we find him ai the house of Cornelim*, un- 
locking it to the Gentiles, anil we find his work 
was approved of at both places; but at the house 
of Cornelius, we find the Holy Ghost txmrcd out 
on them before they were yet baptized. What does 
this meant 1 Now if you will read ihe 15th chap- 
ter ol Luke, you will find out what it means. 
Here is the parable of the prodigal son; and who 
is that but the Gentiles? Both Jew and Gentile 
descended from Noah, and had a knowledge of 
God. The Jews had His laws, and are the son that 
staid at home, while the Gentiles wander, d far 
away from Him, but we find them returning, and 
God, the Father, meets him at the house of Corne- 
lius, and nuts his robe- upon him, which is the 
Holy Ghost, and takes him home again. And here 
we find the other son angry because he has re- 
turned. Now read the 11th chapterof Acts, and 
you will find that the Jews contended with Peter 
because he went to the Gentiles ; but if yon will 
lead the It' lb chapter of Acts, you will find the 
reason he went, is it not very plain? This pas- 
sage gives us no light to expel men and . women, 
and Bhut them out of heaven; and it you will 
read the 13th chapter of Mall., um will find pi oof 
for what I sny. What we want is to read it under- 
standing!)' and not lo hunt for sonn thing to lift us 
up and push our brother down. 


man's power i I they are held at 'all, unless they 
chance in «ome way to be truly converted. 

Christ came an a despised Nazarene. Why? 
Will any one say that he would not have had a 
greater following, if he had come as a "prince of 
this world?" But would it have been a truer? 
When the prince was hanging on ihe cross, would 
there have been a John and the women at its 

foot? 

Not how many but how good, may well be ta- 
ken as a motto tor evangelists. I have MM per- 
sons unite with thu church through undue or im- 
proper influence, who were no honor lo the church, 
nor the man that converted them. 

Let us take warning from Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat and Bteer clear of "Hjpular opinion and 
worldly wisdom in matters of religion. God neeks 
"true worshippers" ever, but a false worshipper is 
an abomination to him. "When hie spirit beareth 
witness with our spirits that we are born of God," 
it will not bo necessary to seek an eloquent man. to 
keep the chnrch together, but when faith grows 
cold, and the weeds of wcrldly wisdom have over- 
grown and choked out true piety, then Christ has 
left the church, and even the eloqnence of a Nes- 
tor would not be able to cause him to return. 


Parvum lu Multo. 


"Cod is a Spirit. 


BY D. BAILEY. 

Jeroboam was not an idolalorin the sense of a 
worshipper of false gods; he believed in the one 
true Got), but in violation ol the second com- 
mand me nt, he "made unto himself graven images" 
of his God for the people to worship. This is an 
illustration oT the effect of evil associations. 

Down in Egypt their rulers worshipped images, 
the [ico pie of the neighboring nations worshipped 
images, and Jeroboam thought that his religion 
would not be popular without he followed their ex- 
ample. Not only this, but he thought that he had 
in ven led something that would he more popular 
than ihe worship at Jerusalem. 

Perhaps he had, but it was, la fact, the first 
step toward the most wicked and base idolatry. 
Is there a lesson for us here? Do we have explicit 
failh in the wisdom and power of God? Do we 
ever embellish "the old, old story" with a polish 
of worldly wisdom that we may make an impres- 
sion that the plain story would not make. If we 
eeck elocjuenee to convert our friends, then is the 
*blood of Christ of no effect." They were con- 
verted by man's power, and they will be held by 


BY NOSAM. 

Some weeks ago I said that we do many things 
for which we have no authority but Annual Meet- 
ing or German Baptist custom. Will some one 
tell us where they get the authority to ask or 
expect the sisters to exchange their tutts for a veil 
or cap or anything else when they take their seats 
at the communion table? Have we any hint iu 
the Gonpel that the communion is lo be partaken 
of in any particular costume? The brethren 
come in their u*ual drees, why not the sisters? 
If it is a sin to wear a hat at the communion table, 
is it not a sin to wear it at any other lime? 

Then, again, how many of us fully understand 
the depth and meaning of the words we are ex- 
pected to say when we pass the emblem of the 
Lord's broken body ! "The bread which we break 
is the communion of the body of Christ." The 
idea of changing a negative to a positive assertion, 
seems to me to be far-fetched. It it is actually 
necessary to t-ay anything, why not simplify it? 
The Lord merely said, "Take tat this is my body." 
This assertion could be used with just enough of 
charge to make it suitable. But why say any- 
thing? To many of us who are timid, the repeal- 
ing ot the uuual formula, and the dread <>f making 
a mistake, causes embarrassment and confusion. 
To those who have not thoroughly committed to 
memory, these thinga are h-u'd to say; especially 
when we are absorbed with Ihe grand thought of 
the Lord's BMrffice. Wc have no authority for 
it but Gei man Baptist custom. 

We may ask, also, for whose particular benefit 
was the communion instituted? For the church, 
or foi the convincing or conversion of sinners? If 
it is lor the express purpose of the church, why 
do we take such pains to explain the ordinances 
to those who do not expect lo participate. It looks 
10 me as if we were excusing or apologizing for 
the observance, to the world in general. Brethren, 
wc meet to observe, not lo preach about, the or- 
dinances. This, however, I am glad to say, in 
many places, is being ubaitdoned ; yet we find 
manv congregations still iu the old rut. 

There are many other things that could be men- 
tioned, but we will let the above suffice for the 
present. We hope some of us will do some think- 
ing on the subject. I do not wish to condemn 
these practices, I only want the brethren to re- 
member that these exact formulas are not essen- 
tial and compulsory. When they are eleviatcd 
from by some -jnngregations, we should not jump 
at the conclusion that the principles -of the Gospel 
have been violated. It is merely a departure from 
the German Baptist custom. 

We have some busy, rcstlesH little bodies among 
our membership, and they are spoiling for some- 
thing to do. The cold indifference to religious 

matters that we find in some of our congregations, 
is not so much the fault of the members as of the 

ministers and those who are the leaders of the 


congregations. Generally speaking, the officer* 
or a select few, do all file work. The common, 
every day, lay- member is left to his own resources. 
Brethren, do not give the devil standing room in 
those restless, active, busy brains; what they 
want is a good dose ol occupation. Do this, and 
don't be loo sting) — homeopathic doses are not so- 
effective in religion— and you will find this clasa 
of member* take their place in Ihe front rank ot 
usefulness. 

That young man twisting and wriggling in hi* 
seat during divine services, looking around at the 
congregation, or amusing himself by leafing over 
the hymn book, is watting for something. That 
old brother who sa,t so quietly and looked at you 
so anticipating!)-, has eventually fallen into a 
doze. What is the matter? Why, they have 
been waiting for some food. The soul was hun- 
gry ; you have been talking along, and they have 
been unable to get a grain of good soul food ; you 
have either been giving them husks, or else you 
have held it up so high that they have been una- 
ble to reach it. This habit of soaring aloft in 
flights of imagination, is too high for common 
folks. Come down, brethren, where your congre- 
gation can reach you. These people need a good, 
old-fashioned slice of Gospel truth. Don't disap- 
point them. You see the young getting restless., 
and the old have fallen asleep, waiting. Do not 
scold them, for it is your own fault. 


Program of the Brethren S. N. Conveiitlou of Western 

Pennsylvania, to be held at Mason town, Hepteinlier 

11th and .2th, 188*. 

FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 11TII. 

FIRST SESSION. U A. Mi 

Devotional Exercises, — 

Organisation. 

Mimic. 

Address of Welcome 

.Uite of Welcome , 

RwtpOllSeB, •■•• 

Appointment of Committees. 

Music. 

Our ■■), S. sod Its II Istorj ' 

Assignment of Queries. 

Music. 

SKeOND SESSION, - P. V. 

Music. 
Answers to Queries. 

Recitation — 

The Child and the Man Compared 

Music. 

Teachers' Mistakes, 

Music. 

Essay, .... •*•• 

The Black Board's M isslon 

Assignment of Queries. 

Music. 

TllIUu session, 1 ■ 3(1 e. M 

Music. 

Essay, — — — 

The Seeds nl Our Youth 

Music. 
S.S. Literature and How to Obtain It, 

Music. 
Answers to Queries. 
Miscellaneous Business. 

Music. 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER, 12TH 

rillST SESSION 9 A. M. 

Devotional Exercises. 

Esaay, — ■■•■ •-■• — 

Rest Methods of Questioning from ttie Scriptures, 
Music. 

Tlie Evenings. S 

Music. 
The Successful Teacher's Motives, .... 

Assignment of Queries. 

Music. 

SECOND 8K898I0N, P. H. 

Music. 
Children's Meeting and Address, .... 

Music. 

8. S. Disc Inline, .... ...- 

Music. 
Relation of S. S. lo the Church 

Music. 
Juvenile Inst rue lions, .... 

Answers lo Queries. 

Music. 

TUMID SESSION. 7 : 110 I'. 11. 

Musk. 
Address, — — ■••■ — 
Relation of Mental to Moral Training 

Muilc. 


P. J. llrmo* 


Utfrtm I • mill, i hi itt 

(Ira stlttiuin 

Ihhijuitt. 


U. D. Qnaytyi 


Ncrrn Walter* 

M'iryitn Woods 

V. M. KtacMf 

Mollit Gt\nt 
J. It. Knc]>)jtr 

t 


Emma iSomiMon*: 
E. II. Hitdtbraixt 

W. S. 8pn*o<il( 


Dora ItouMTit, 
It. T. Ward- 

1). F. JJtmtKtf- 

W. A. Adam* 


A. W. Wliitt 

Jacob Murrayt 

Henry Wise 

John (iim.* 


A. y. Down* 
ft A. Gilbert 


Temperance Instruction, 

I'tirenial Res potmib littles, 
Report of Committees. 

Closing Exercises. 

A. I). G.MAOEIf, 

A. J. Htbhi-isg, 


Music. 


A. A. Giber 
A. SeOtrt 


I 


Miss Ma by. M. Stehlinq, ) 


Committee on Program. 


Sabbath, September 13th, 18B5, at 10:80 *. m.. Dedicatory 
Exercises, at the same place, Masoutowu, of the Brethren's new 

Church edifice. 


What we lack in natural abilities may usually; be 
made up by industry. 


